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10th Annual BZS Symposium

21st February 2018

Bristol Zoological Society is celebrating the 10th 

Annual Symposium by looking at past and future 

conservation in Madagascar. 

Madagascar exemplifies the challenges of 

biodiversity conservation. The livelihood needs of 

a growing, monetarily poor populace have driven 

some of the highest rates of habitat conversion 

anywhere in the tropics. This in turn threatens 

the island’s highly evolutionarily distinct flora 

and fauna. This symposium will encompass the 

broad spectrum of conservation initiatives and 

challenges across multiple taxa and ecoregions. 

These will include avifauna, herpetofauna, marine 

invertebrates, vascular plants, mammalian fauna 

and the livelihood impacts of conservation on 

Madagascan human communities.  

Speakers Include:
Dr Christoph Schwitzer Director of Conservation, BZG

Dr Jorg Ganzhorn University of Hamburg

Victoria Price Flora and Fauna International

Alexandra Rasomanana Durrell Institute of 

Conservation and Ecology

Details:
The Clifton Pavilion, Bristol Zoo Gardens

Wednesday 21st Feb 2018, 9.45am – 6.30pm

Fees*: £75/person (£45/student) 

*Includes entry to Bristol Zoo Gardens, coffee/tea breaks and buffet 

lunch & reception drinks/nibbles

Further information:
www.bristolzoo.org.uk/whats-on/annual-symposium

email: research@bristolzoo.org.uk 
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The Indian Ocean island of Madagascar represents 

a unique and diverse array of flora and fauna, and 

is perhaps most famous for the unique primate 

group, the lemurs. But lemurs are a small part of 

the fascination of this island; towering baobabs 

demonstrate the link to neighbouring Africa, 

whilst groups like amphibians trace Madagascar’s 

relationship to India. 

The human influence on extant diversity is 

epitomised by contemporary Madagascan 

agriculture. Non-native crops such as vanilla and

cacao engender wide-ranging ecological and 

socioeconomic impacts. The contradictory 

imperatives to utilise and to exclude introduced 

species, provide considerable fuel for debate. 

This symposium will celebrate the biodiversity of 

Madagascar, as well as the conservation work that 

has been and is being done there. It will consider 

where conservationists are now, and how the 

future looks for this important island.

Call for posters
In addition to the oral presentations by invited speakers, you are invited to submit abstracts for 

posters to be presented at the symposium.  These should be relevant to the topic ‘Madagascar: past 

and future conservation’ in the widest sense.

The deadline for abstract submission is Friday 2nd February 2018. Abstracts will only be considered 

if the registration fees have been received.

Abstract guidelines
Content and format should be as follows:

Content: The abstract should state the main objectives, hypothesis tested, location of study, species, 

sample size, results and conclusions in a single paragraph.

Format: Maximum length 500 words; use 10pt Arial font.  Include title, author(s), affiliations 

(including full institutional address, telephone contact number, email address of corresponding 

author) and up to five key words.

Please email the abstract as a word document, together with your registration to  

research@bristolzoo.org.uk

Posters
Posters should be in A0 or A1 portrait format (maximum 119.2cm height x 84.4cm width).  

Landscape format can also be displayed, but please let the organisers know in advance.


