
   
 

Bristol Zoo Bird Sandwich Placement: 

Bristol Zoo’s Bird Section comprises approximately 50 species of bird, with diversity ranging from 

African penguins to Sumatran laughing-thrushes. In addition to our existing activities, we are steadily 

undertaking a programme of aviary development and upgrades, aspiring to the themes of: 

1) Engaging exhibits that present bird communities in context with their natural environment 

and threats in the wild. 

2) Developing high standards of avicultural expertise.  

3) Maximising our potential to contribute to bird recovery programmes. 

Recent notable breeding successes include Greater Flamingos, Visayan Tarictic hornbills, Brazilian 

tanagers, Pink pigeons, Kea and Philippine cockatoo.  

A team of seven staff look after the birds, in addition to the management of the animal food stores 

and supplies. It is a challenging and rewarding environment in which to work and to learn new skills. 

As a sandwich placement student, you would be fully integrated into the daily routines and 

procedures of the section and learn the fundamentals of our husbandry and life support systems. 

Summary: 

To assist the Bird team with animal husbandry responsibilities for the collection of over 400 birds 

within the aviaries throughout the zoo. The internship will focus mainly on daily routines, husbandry, 

welfare, captive breeding and aviary renovation projects. It will also focus on food prep and stores 

management. 

You would have the opportunity to use your time here to focus on a specific area of research 

relevant to your chosen degree course.  This will most likely be an observational/behavioural study 

but may depend on the requirements of the section at that time. 

Duties and responsibilities include, but are not limited to: 

 Daily cleaning of the aviaries and stores, for welfare, hygiene and appearance. 

 Food preparation and feeding. 

 Assisting in in the management of the food stores.  

 Assisting in aviary renovation and maintenance projects. 

 Assisting with the management of nests, eggs and chicks. 

 Observation and monitoring of the birds, with detailed record keeping of relevant husbandry 

and management information.  

 Providing a variety of enrichment for species in our care. 

Skills/qualifications 

 You must be a biology, zoology or related discipline honours degree student, between their 

2 and 3rd years of university. 

 You will have a strong interest in ornithology, aviculture or animal husbandry in general. 

 Previous aviculture or bird fieldwork experience is not essential; willingness to work as a 

team, dedication and hard work are more important. 



   
 
 

Term commitment 

This sandwich placement will begin in September 2020. It is expected that the student will remain in 

post for at least 9 months. 

If you are interested, please send a CV and covering letter to research@bristolzoo.org.uk. The 

application deadline is 17th of January 2020 with interviews during February 2020. 

Please note that as we are a charity, we cannot offer paid placements or accommodation.  Please 

ensure that you are able to fund yourself during this period. 
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