
   
 
Bristol Zoo Reptiles & Amphibians Sandwich Placement: 

Bristol Zoo reptile and amphibian section consists of a reptile house with 13 larger glass fronted 
displays plus a breeding room display area, a giant tortoise house, amphibian breeding unit and a 
quarantine facility. We also have a few smaller displays in the nocturnal house (Twilight World) and 
a “behind the scenes” cooler room for sub-tropical species and for egg incubation. 

Our small herpetology team are responsible for a host of animals ranging from critically endangered 
lemur leaf frogs and Vietnamese box turtles to other species like the African dwarf crocodiles, 
venomous gila monsters and Aldabran giant tortoises.  It is a challenging and rewarding environment 
in which to work and to learn new skills.  

As a sandwich placement student, you would be fully integrated into the daily routines and 
procedures of the section and learn the fundamentals of our husbandry and life support systems. 

Summary: 

To assist the herpetology team with animal husbandry responsibilities for the collection of over 400 
individual reptiles and amphibians from 40 different species. The internship will focus mainly on 
daily routines, welfare and health and the rearing and breeding of our captive bred youngsters. We 
also maintain and culture several insect live-food species in order to ensure excellent food quality 
for our reptiles and amphibians in order to optimise breeding potential. 

You would have the opportunity to use your time here to focus on a specific area of research 
relevant to your chosen degree course.  This will most likely be an observational/behavioural study 
but may depend on the requirements of the section at that time. 

 

Duties and responsibilities include, but are not limited to: 

• Daily maintenance of the displays and holding areas for appearance i.e. cleaning! 
• Food preparation and feeding. 
• Longer term management of display vivaria to ensure the highest standards of 

welfare/health. 
• Assisting with the management of egg incubation and rearing of juvenile animals. 

Skills/qualifications 

• You must be a biology, zoology or related discipline honours degree student, between their 
2 and 3rd years of university. 

• You will have a strong interest in herpetology or animal husbandry in general. 
• Previous reptile or amphibian experience is not essential as willingness to work as a team, 

dedication and hard work is more important. 

 

Term commitment 

This sandwich placement will begin in September 2020. It is expected that the student will remain in 
post for at least 9 months. 



   
 
If you are interested, please send a CV and covering letter to research@bristolzoo.org.uk. The 
application deadline is 21st of November 2019 with interviews during December 2019. 

Please note that as we are a charity, we cannot offer paid placements or accommodation.  Please 
ensure that you are able to fund yourself during this period. 

 

mailto:research@bristolzoo.org.uk

